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ABSTRACT

Gender role theory postulates how males and fene®rm their biologically assigned gender througgrtain specific
attitudes and behaviours. The focus is laid hon Hosvprocess of socialization, the transfer of n@rralues and beliefs

influences the behaviour of both the genders
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INTRODUCTION

Gender role theory postulates how males and fenpedeferm their biologically assigned gender throwgintain specific
attitudes and behaviours. The focus is laid hon bmwprocess of socialization, the transfer of rgrmalues and beliefs
influences the behaviour of both the genders. $oaia theory proposes that the social structuthésunderlying force in
distinguishing genders and that sex-differentidtedaviour is driven by the division of labour bedwewo sexes within a
society. The division of labour creates gender golehich in turn, lead to gendered social behavi¢gGender and

Socialization)

Gender roles influence how a person portrays oheBeé assignment of roles according to a particgkender
impacts the gender dynamics. The strict adheremdkeet traditional role seems unimportant in thespné context. Many
European societies subscribed to "Victorian" idegiender roles, named after the long reign of Bntish Queen
Victoria. Women were to stay in the home, and dytlwent out, they usually only went to spaces s#pairom men.
While Queen Victoria didn't exactly fit into thisatitional gender role—she did rule all of Britaind its empire—she still
conveyed these ideals to her subjects. Becaudeeajlobal reach of the British Empire, these idga®ad all over the
world, often through force. Victorian age seemsyweell to exemplify how a woman was seen as belopgo first her
father and then her husband with no sense of imtkpee of her own. She is the caregiver, the remtthe kind and
meek person who is confined to looking after theper functioning of the household chores. The worhaes not have
any say, most of the time her opinions are dissiastee is seen as someone childish and silly. Tdreem had to fit into
the ‘Victorian feminine ideal’. Unable to pursueything outside the domestic sphere the women westicted to the
patriarchal societal standards. Various roles vassigned as to how males and females should funatio/ictorian
society. Following these set rules, both malesfenthles were expected to behave. The strict nanatssbciety dictates

and how it limits her to finding an agency to fidgbt her were studied upon.

The Victorian age has been brought to the foreftordxamine how someone’s gender strongly deteunihe

behavioral as well as physical aspects in whicly theesented themselves in the eyes of societyhénmiddle-class
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Victorian household, a new kind of education wasuned for the girls to fit into the kind of lifede they were leading.
The household chores were managed by the servaghttha girls did not have to assist their moth&he sole purpose of
Victorian women was to get married to a man. Ferwomen to be worthy, they took classes to enh#msie skills in
dancing or learned how to play the piano. The aed@@ traits were learned, the correct way to na@nthe posture, how
much distance to maintain when standing next tahemgerson and how to ask to be excused whenesgsrio go to the
bathroom. The fashion was quite unsuitable for mgwround freely. The crinoline was popular in 1940s, with a bell-
shaped skirt, it fell across to the floor coverisgyeral feet, acting as a constraint. Carrying tdutal activities like
traveling by train or carriage, cleaning the floaras restricted while wearing a crinoline. Simiarh corset entrapped a
woman both in the literal and figurative sense.9e8t8 were worn underneath the dresses to give iaiferappeal to the
figure. Also, the women had to function under thstrictions imposed by the society, trying theistb® achieve these
ideals and set standards. The fashion was desigraeday to control women’s movements. The restms imposed upon
the Victorian women made them feel suffocated tewplin bouts of hysteria. This brings up the exsmpf one of the
greatest female poets of Victorian times, ElizabB#rret. Having to attend to the household choffemanaging the
servants and caring for her widowed father, sheritfind time to focus on her poetry. She becomesell and a
professional invalid. However, after developingiarfdship with Robert Browning, one of the besttei@an poets, she is

persuaded to escape with him. Leaving behind hesdyshe escapes with Robert Browning to Italygatd married.

Talcott Parsons, a social theorist, viewed gendiesrto be biologically based. (It was part of thiee essays in
the volume Family, Socialization and Interactiondass.) The process of modernization brought aboationalization in
role allocation. By rationalization, Parsons meeadefining the roles of gender concerning the eooocand sexual
function. Central to Parson’s thinking was the agstions about the normative nature of pair bondinodern society.
In his picture of the modern world, marriage and tamily created by marriage functioned on mutualypportive
economic and affectional bonds in which male’s cépdor instrumental work was complimented by fées ability to

manage the expressive aspect of family life anddheing of children.

Education paves the ground for women to have acehahbeing at par with men and not be limitednty ¢the
domestic sphere. One of the earliest documentedendeminists was Mary Wollstonecraft. She arguesuthfairness of
the fact that the only education that women wepeikgng was knowledge on how to fulfil the two relef wives and
mothers. Beyond the domestic sphere, there wa®maaf education received by women before the namtecentury.
Even in the nineteenth century, it wasn’t withobakenges that education for women grew. There giey essentialist
ideas about the nature of women- considered weak#ite two sexes, being materialistic, and so oarywisputed the
conduct manuals which dictated how women shoulddrelucted. These manuals were oppressive to wonmence
she said that people should stop using them. Worneimg physically weaker gave rise to the belieft tthey were
mentally weak in comparison as well. At the cotewas believed that women were inherently lustfiiljing in to
temptation easily; something known as the Madonhalescomplex. That was one of the reasons why sottieught that
women should not receive an education — they wdivd deeper into such vices. A woman should neeeallowed in a
position of authority. They should never be allowedeach specifically or given a position over anmThe original sin

was committed by Eve, her temptation accounts famen’s inferiority and sinfulness.

There should not be a downside to educating wonsethey are the ones raising the children. Henciere

children would mean more educated members of thietyo Wollstonecraft drew attention to the inféinthg of women.
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It is not a compliment for women when men call thgentle, delicate creatures. The reason behind wdmedaving

lustfully is for keeping them as slaves for so lofige minute they got a taste of freedom, theyeattavagantly. Men
calling out women for being shallow is a conseqeenicheing forced to be as such they were prevenbed participating

in matters of any kind of importance. They had hoice but to be obsessed with superficial things &xternal beauty,
dresses, jewellery. Right from infancy, they wexaght that beauty is a woman’s sceptre. Mind shiépel to the body
and roaming around its guilt cage seeks to adasrprison. As a result of finding themselves in sacprison, the only
thing they can do to stay sane is to embody it ddeothemselves. They are shallow as men did nat gny other
alternative. Educating women would deliver as gaotesult when you educate men. Improvement mushiigally

taking them free as they would quickly become fiig®e injustice for which one one-half of the humace are obliged to
submit to retorting on their oppressors, the virvfienen will be worm-eaten by the insect which leefs under his feet.

Women won't be a hindrance but they will be a binef

In Contemporary times, we have seen how women bageme increasingly conscious about their rights. F
centuries past, women have been trying their lmesstablish an identity of their own and break fireen the clutches of
their gender identity that withhold them. Virginfdoolf in her book “A Room of One's Own” has puttfothe fact that
women are regarded as unequal to men. SocietyllWwagsabeen partial to women. Here, Woolf bringgHdhe example
of Judith, a fictional sister of Shakespeare. hslifictional work did not receive the same recdigni as Shakespeare’s
works. Her talent remained underappreciated akadset times a woman with par in terms of intelligeméth men could
never be successful. Woolf points out that if Judédceived recognition in society, she might haveneproduced better
literature than Shakespeare himself. Instead, Qudés underestimated and treated as the second.isepature has
produced some popular female characters. The Shade=an heroines play a pivotal and dominant idtavever, the
irony lies in the fact that in the real world, womeere being treated as secondary. It is becauseeofnen and their

domination, she laments, that women are treatédeasecond sex.

Women were not permitted to educate themselvesiage a ages back, did not have personal rightsrenttee
time to spend time to do some creative writing.Wioolf's essay “A Room of One’'s Own” she says thia¢ €an be
addressed by any name as preferred, it could bg Bleton or Mary Seton or even Mary Carmichael. mheme does not
hold any importance. (Woolf) These lines from thestfchapter talk about the author’'s search fomtidg which is

maintained till the end of the essay.

THE ROLE THE GENDER OF CHARACTERS IN THE SELECTED T EXTS PLAYED IN
DETERMINING HOW THEY ARE TREATED

There exists a duality concerning the male and kemdgntity in society. The men are deemed to keéeributral’ force and
the women being the ‘other’ is just an object tonnas Simone de Beauvoir puts forth in her book “Heeond Sex”.
However, since it is men who have imposed thisrdisbn on women, it is the responsibility of womennot give in to
this submission. The classification of men and womeust not simply be limited to sexuality and itnoat give a
conclusion on its nature. Women can never fullyfiee from the clutches of society. They can eittlenose between
personal freedom and integration of the societyhtnpast, a woman could be married and gain ré$pman society. But
she did not enjoy any personal freedom. On therdthad, prostitutes had a sense of personal fredmdrgot no respect

and were marginalized by society.
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The French Lieutenant’s Woman with the same tgtleeferred to not by her name which is Sarah Wdbhut
as ‘the French lieutenant’'s woman’ by the residasftdyme Regis. This reduces her individuality tomgeone who
belongs to a person. As an independent charadterdses not have any credibility. Mrs. Poultneylevldescribing the
kind of woman she wants to provide a home for nomstihow she must be of irreproachable moral charaffowles)
Ernestina is described as possessing the ‘riglet fac her age. Features such as a small chin, avéldelicate as violet
are what make a woman more appealing. She wouldogty, casting down her eyes prettily, as if sHghhfaint should
any gentleman dare address her. She is the perfaciple of the idealistic Victorian woman who passs both the
physical characteristics as well the mannerisms Wee expected from them. The vicar while desogbihe French
Lieutenant’s woman begins by telling her name whicBarah Woodruff. She is deserving of Mrs. Pafta charity on

account of being a really distressing case. (Fgwles

Sarah suffers from ‘grave attacks’ melancholiaflpattributable to remorse. She has fixated ondisleision that
a lieutenant is an honourable man who will retarinér. As a reason to which she is seen on margsants standing by

the sea, haunting it.

Sarah Woodruff used to be a governess to Captdin Jalboth’s family at Charmouth. There was a Fnenc
vessel that was driven ashore by a dreadful gdie. dieutenant of the vessel whose leg was crushéteampact was
provided shelter by Captain Talboth’s family. Sidwe spoke in French, Sarah was called upon to thetislate what he

spoke and attend to his needs as well.

Sarah Woodruff is said to be a woman who wasnh@ ifmoral judge of people. She had not lodged witbmale
cousin in Weymouth- which makes her person not logpaf making sound judgment. “This instinctual foradity of
insight was the first curse of her life”.(Fowlesgrsecond curse is her education. It is not thedshstation, not enough, at
least, to teach beyond third-rate young ladies’isary in Exeter. Her students look down upon hera$8 finds solace
reading poetry and fiction- two sanctuaries for ldmeely. She is a victim of caste society. She feased by her father to
drop out of classes. “To the young men of the dreehsad left she had become too select to martyiaee of the one she

aspired to, she remained too banal. (Fowles)

The interesting thing to note here is the fact [8axah is a character formed based on the assursgtiGociety.
Fingers are pointed at her for being abandonedh&ytench lieutenant and losing her purity at hisds. While later it is
revealed that she had been chaste. The ostracizeti® faces in the eyes of the society in Lyme laardsettlement in
Chelsea as an assistant to the famous painter [zatieel Rossetti completely shows her charactex different light.

She asserts herself and refuses to marry Charles tv meets her at the end.

The publication of Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyreated quite a commotion in the nineteenth centutye T
character of Jane defied the gender roles of ha.tUnlike the demure Victorian women, Jane’s redu be restricted
by the conformity in the society. The readers at time did not receive well a woman character ilgKeminine traits.
Jane Eyre represents grey in a society that istlgtitblack and white considering the role of gendéeibbrandt) Her
character personifies that of a spirit that refuseepent or be disciplined. (Turner) The exprssif anger in Jane Eyre
alarmed the readers at that time. The blatant gatrof sexual desires in the repressed form west wéwused disarray in

the Victorian ideals. The readers viewed her asgride and vulgar. (Turner)
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The relationship between the master, Mr. Rochesatad, the governess, Jane Eyre was an unconventoel
story. Not only did they belong to different, butias also an illicit relation. Jane portrays arabter who takes pride in
herself, is passionate, witty, and determined;islv@nventionally not good-looking. She is a daffigtorian woman who

refuses to be controlled.

In Malala Yousafzai's biography, we follow the joey of a teenager as she navigates through lifBwat
Valley, in northern Pakistan. Amidst the rigid sgi which adheres to fixated gender roles, we see her father
establishes his school “Khushal School” to makecatan accessible to everyone. Beating againsioddls be it
economical, or facing opposition from Ghllamullathavcalled himself the Mufti lamented how it is agsi Muslim
ideologies to be educating males and females uh@esame roof; he faced many challenges. She fibeisation in the
premises of her school; the doorway is describe@ asagical entrance to the girls ‘special worlds ey skipped

through, they cast off their headscarves. Hereufage of a headscarf as a means of covering Htbdam be constricting.

Gender bias is blatantly something one can obserialala’s society. The gap between both gendeesns to
be further widening. Born in a society that rejsi@ the birth of sons, her parents showed notbiaards her. Malala
mentions that her father urged his friends to theweets, coins and dried fruits in her crib, a ficacwhich was usually
only done for boys. She points out how girls arpeeted to stay indoors after a certain age, cood, faed the male
members but she decided at an early age, she dorthat. Her father emphasized that his daughteddvbe ‘free as a
bird’ (indicates their family was liberated tharhets in the society) In a way she is lucky to hbgen born in a family
that allows her to pursue her ambitions. In a sgciéhere wife-beating was not unheard of, Malatmically comments
how her father never lays a hand on his wife. Heesh his problems with his wife, something whiclségn as a sign of
weakness by the other men. The fragile masculiityies to the forefront. Kindness, sensitiveness,at some traits
that are mocked when portrayed by men. It is ooijnmendable when men display their toughness andhaocko. The
difference does not end here. There is a constad to supervise or protect women. In their soctiyugh males could
roam around freely, females always had a male memhb&ccompany them- a practice which annoyed Maldharrating
about her father when he was a student who mov&paBandi with her aunt and her husband to purssieollege
education, he observes how the women in that ghackegreat freedom, unlike her village. The simple & meeting
outside the home for women to chat was something weusual. The Purdah System was not unhearah diie village of
her maternal family’s side, the women had to hitrtfaces whenever they left their purdah quaraews could not meet
or speak to men who were not their close relatifége Pashtun code of conduct did not treat womegarébly. There
were instances of women being sold off to older miéh wives. A society where if a girl flirts with man disgraces the
family and in certain cases, women were even peidoA custom called ‘Swara’ was practiced in whechirl could be
given to another tribe to resolve a feud. Even goiti was banned officially, it continues. Windoeannot marry without
the permission of her family.

In one of the wedding rituals, the bride and groleawve to look in a mirror to see each other’s fateshe
instances of arranged marriages, most of the finethe first time that the couple sees eachrothesmall boy is made to
sit on their laps to encourage the birth of a sothe future. This shows how much society favoursade child over a

female child.
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While reading The Yellow Wallpaper where the fenmaietagonist is suffering from depression, sheaslighted into
believing she is anything but unwell. There is astant denial which the lines “You see he doesetieve | am sick!” “My
brother is also a physician....and says the samg”ft{failman) lucidly states. She is forbidden toaidty sort of work until she is
‘well’ again. She believes that change and excitera®ng with congenial work would be good for Héihe used to write in
secrecy, putting away her work if anyone comes.d@#ee is not encouraged to dwell on her condifitns shows that there is a
complete disregard for her thoughts. She is boardde her journal when someone comes up to chedleo “He hardly lets
me stir without special direction” (Gilman)- indiea her being supervised closely. John would speals wife as though he
were speaking to an infant who is incapable of mgld decision. He would take her in his arms, ragllier a blessed little
goose, saying he would go down to the cellar ifwsished and get it whitewashed into the barga{®@ilman) She is confined
to a nursery being asked to simply rest and nat allewed to be near her child. The extent to wisioh suffers because of her
depression is not known to her husband, she lam&atsrding to him, there is no reason whatsoewvehér to suffer, and in
that he finds satisfaction. Her husband, Johntersiennie steps up to help in housekeeping. Sheésfect and enthusiastic

housekeeper. And yet the protagonist cannot Idirieeher writing. Jennie believes it is the writiwhich made her sick.

In the play “The Glass Menagerie” by Tennessee idtils, what the future holds for each characteaigdly
dictated by their gender. The male protagonist Bbould take business classes because he is a nilarLadra, his sister
must get married because she is a girl. It is ftradition that gender roles seem to stem from, démat Amanda, their
mother talk about what women should do and what st@uld do according to her Southern upbringingpekson’s
gender determines the values upon which they atgepll For instance, Amanda stresses upon her daughtLaura’s

staying ‘fresh and pretty,” and on the other hardphasizes the importance of ‘character’ that a shauold have.

Anita Nair makes a clear distinction that existstéenms of gender roles in her novel “Fasting Feasti The
women characters become victims of the Indian reidtthss patriarchal society. Set at the backdrothe@flate 1970s,
Uma, Aruna and Arun are three siblings broughtu@ ifamily who rejoice in the birth of their sonhd parents teach
conventional domestic roles which are essentiglhgihine. Uma is forced to give up her educatiotai@ care of her baby
brother, Arun. Uma tries to seek help from Moth@mnas from her convent school, to make her paremisnstand how
much she wants to pursue her education. Mother &\gnpowerless and Uma has no choice but to résiger fate. Uma
becomes a burden to her family after three faileatrimge attempts. On the contrary, her youngeersi8tuna has
marriage proposals lined up for her. She marriegalthy family and settles in Bombay; whenever gisés her own

family she acts in a superior manner in front ofaJm

Another interesting character is Anamika, theirsiouA brilliant student who had to give up her opgpnity to
study at Oxford University to get married off to aligible person of her parent's choice. She ippted in a marriage
where she is ill-treated by her in-laws. Unabldind a way out of it, it is later discovered thaess dead. Whether it is a

case of murder or suicide remains unclear. Heidifacrificed to the patriarchy that exists inistc

DO PEOPLE ALWAYS GET A CHANCE TO COME OUT OF THE CL UTCHES OF GENDER
INEQUALITIES?

The instances in which certain characters spokenstggéhe injustices faced by themselves or otheesewargely
determined by the situations in which they foundntiselves in. They needed to break the patternjo$tioe faced.

However, not everyone had the courage or the wapnee out of the gender inequalities that they vsefgugated to.
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It is seen in certain cases, how a character wadd®d since their childhood to be independent. Agkhe
example of Charlotte Bronte’s female protagoniahelEyre, we see the use of symbolism of the RemhRbocked up
inside the red room as a punishment to a young anained a bitter memory throughout her life. Beeomes aware of
the prison from whose shackles she must break finekowood institute, when she was humiliated, sbenects it with
the punishment she had to suffer in the Red roothénGateshead household. There is a constantfoedene to prove
her worth. Her social status makes her aware ti@nsust be worthy if she must marry her master,Récchester, in the

Thornfield Mansion. Her character learns how tesadserself and makes herself liberated.

Sarah Woodruff does not seem bothered to be amstuand when being referred to as The French Lientés
Woman. She seeks freedom from a society that vimwsas an outcast; as such she never bothersatotikbeassumptions
made about her by the people around her. Sarabiscter finds the liberation that she seeks arabbshes herself as an

independent woman who does not need a marriagmedlito be supported or to fend for herself ancchigd.

The fact that she leads the Lyme society to ostesloer by making them believe that she is not ehass a ploy
devised by her to break free from the shacklet®Mictorian rules and regulations. Her ambiguityeg her a mysterious
persona; she becomes a victim of the notions ofigreim society. John Fowles who is the author dieRoyston Pike’'s
“Human Documents of the Victorian Golden Age” ae thtart of Chapter 2 which makes a commentary om the
population of women is much more than the men. sthtstics stated how in the British populatiorthie year 1851, for
every 8,155,000 females from the age of ten onwahése were 7,600,000 males. This hinted at theHaw Victorian

women whose sole purpose is to fulfill the rolesiagife and a mother remain unaccomplished.

This becomes an ironic statement in the context®fFrench Lieutenant's Woman because she dodeeidhe
need to fit into the typical role as assigned byiety. Her bad reputation makes her a dishonourpbtson unfit for

Victorian society. (Pike)

Dog-woman in Jeanette Winterson's “Sexing the Gfiedefies the stereotypical woman role. She desldhat
her appearance is hideous and accepts it as a. gvendoes not adhere to the behavioural pattbatsthie patriarchal
society expects the women to follow. Her body beesra weapon against men, it is described as beigg, land in
certain situations, her large breasts tried to ehwlen, her vagina being large enough for no penfi,tand her clitoris

representing that of an orange.

In a society where a woman is usually recognizetidrymarital status, the female protagonist herg kmown to
people as dog-woman. She is self-sustained andradasquire a husband to provide for her. Herdéatres around two

things -her being a woman and feeding dogs.

It is observed while describing the characters afgiWoman and the female environmentalist how they
traditionally do not fit into any of the archetyplccategories traditionally used for women: thegwir the lover, the
mother, and the sister. Instead, she opens a negarg: the monster. The authors Susan Gubar andr&&ilbert stated
how the monster woman was in reality a woman seetkia power of self-articulation. (Bartholmess) Wamwho tried to
articulate were proclaimed as being abnormal aegl there cut out from society. Hence women wereniigiated due to

fear of being ostracized. It was a ploy devisedh®ypatriarchal society to keep patriarchy intact.
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The chance to prove their self-worth is something) @veryone gets; to show their wilfulness to athtrat
showcase how there is more to them than their ldppondition and extremely shy nature. Laura Weidfbecomes a
source of worry for her mother, Amanda in “The Gl&denagerie”. She worries how her daughter hasemlgman-
callers and goes on to boast about the numberrifegean callers she used to get back in her dayraLdoes not find an
agency of her own, the reason being partly dueetoshy nature and partly because of being viewedugyyone being

someone different. This significantly influences blearacter.

Female characters highlighted in “Fasting Feastimg’Anita Desai fail to come out from the clutchefsthe
patriarchal society. Uma’s family stops her frontquing her career and solely offers to financertben’'s education. She
is asked to stay inside the four walls of her hdesening to do household chores until she reatthesge of marriage.

Then again, she is looked down on by society foraieing a spinster.

The plight of cousin Anamika shows the sad readtywomen who has to face atrocities after beingrimer
Neither the parents allow them to come back noy tta find a way out, which often results in thédéath. Uma’s sister,
Aruna, obeys her parents since her childhood afidvies that she has achieved a better life thansiséer for having

married an affluent family in Bombay. She is notagvof the extent to which patriarchy is ingraineder.

Charlotte Perkins Gilman in “The Yellow Wallpapesbserves the patriarchal setup of the nineteemitune
The unnamed narrator starts losing touch with titeroworld as a reason for being confined to a roBontrolled by her

husband John, she is wrongly diagnosed with hygstesien in reality she is suffering from post-partdepression.

Her husband prevents her from doing any task #wtires thinking, which takes a further toll on depression.
She almost believes her husband when he tellshheshe is not having any sort of iliness. The woimsanot allowed to
exercise her creativity; she even has to resontiiing her journal in secrecy. She becomes prefhé¢oset gender rules of
the society; a society that favors the males astyasd them the dominant role while women had ideaby their male
counterparts without raising any questions. Thestei@enth-century medical health facility had no faiowledge about
female mental health issues and thereby diagnosawy dlisorders as hysteria. (Carey) Recommendingdsdvas a sort

of a cure given by doctors due to a lack of undeding of the condition.

There is a stark contrast in the way John and ffis ave portrayed. While everything John says isnded to be

practical, his wife on the other hand is not takenously and is thought to be overly emotional.

Ultimately, she slowly descents into madness. & kad not blindly followed everything her husbaadisand if
John was not so authoritative as a husband ancctrdonaybe she would be better. But her inabiiityquestion her

husband’s actions to the point of even believingwhs wrong costed her of her sanity.

Sometimes, in trying times, all that is requiredstame courage to speak out against what is wrorayddin
Yousafzai fought against all odds to establish“ileushal School” in Swat Valley, be it economicalia the form of
threatening from powerful people like that of MaftHe campaigned for women'’s right to education spuke out against
the terrorist organization of the Taliban. Malatés daughter was inspired and participated alomeghier father in the
campaigns. It wasn’'t without a grave consequencetiith Malala was almost killed and had to fight feer life. The
Taliban shot her head in point-blank range. Heovery was a miracle and she was even more unsttppéibr that. She

became renowned globally and to date, she contimsgéring millions. It proves how all someone neede a voice to
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speak against the injustices that are happenirag@lind.

More than fashion it was designed in a way to k@emen under control. Similarly, headscarves madme&o
like Malala feel controlled. She rebelled by novedng her head or fae while out in the public spaeven when her
mother asked her to cover as people were starihgrafThe school premises were a space that madedidree and she

flung her headscarf as if in triumph over her iegan.
OVERCOMING GENDER DISPARITY

The roles as dictated by the society since yestesyeoncerning a particular gender have loosenedloe thought
processes, attitudes, and ideologies of people tiaaeged gradually. The movement of the womenffolka the domestic
sphere to the public domain helped in bringing ¢fesim the strict gender roles. The Industrial Retioh gave women the
opportunity to work along with men. Women foundlusion in the workforce which previously consisteidmen. The
Feminist Movement played an important role in oeenng the watertight compartment of gender roleg trave been
assigned since times immemorial. The campaigne wadertaken to ensure women got their share bfsilge it legal
rights, protection from domestic violence, righteptheir bodies, and so on, elevated them. Tis¢ fimve of feminism
began in the 1830s till the 1900s which was a fifgitclaiming voting rights in particular. The secbwave which
followed was concerned with the social rights ofrvem and this movement was at its peak in the 1866s1970s. The
third wave of feminism was a response to the failbfrthe second wave of feminism; it began in t8@0k.As put forward
by Virginia Woolf in her essay “A Room of one’s olyro write fiction, a woman must have money antbam of her
own. This statement throws light on a minor poirtiles exploring other shortcomings in the patriatcéygstem which
limits women from discovering the creative poteintieey might have. These areas range from the ¢éidued sphere to
cultural as well as economic spheres. The educaimtem was deemed responsible for centring arahedmale
viewpoint and thus promoting literary values whigére reflected in the works of the male writerse Biendered language

gave rise to the debate on how a woman authordahaice but to resort to making usage of the maselanguage.

Woolf incorporated the psychological theories oflCaing to present the concept of the androgynoeative
mind. She fictionalized this concept to show a ‘vemrmmanly or ‘man womanly combination of men and wamin her
essay, she conjures up the imaginary twin sist&¥ilfam Shakespeare named Judith to show how woimémer society
were treated differently than men. Judith’s talehtriting receives no limelight whilst Shakespeageeives recognition
and is applauded by society for his writing skildl. Judith receives is an underestimation. Whééusing to get married,
their father beats her up. She dies a tragic d®atuicide. The imaginary character of Judithlisstrated to lay emphasis

on the fact that women'’s talents seldom receivehnmacognition and their voices are silenced.

The Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir describesdistimguishing women on every level as the ‘othsr’
oppressive for them. The men hold the positionedif ar subject while the women become the objedher‘other’. This
distinction places women in opposition to men. Bhbordinate position occupied by women is furtheangined by de
Beauvoir but her research finds no justification feomen being treated as the inferior lot. The igistes of biology,

psychoanalysis, and historical materialism disclisapecific reason for women'’s inferiority, itsgnply assumed.

The requirements of a woman to have a stance ofwerand the shortcomings that she faces in theegmare

inspected by Virginia Woolf and Simone de Beauvoir.
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The ideas and beliefs of gender roles have to beatmed. There have to be a conscious effort at agel
awareness about it. These are unwritten roles whagle been passed on. The culture of heteronorityatvinfluenced by
gender roles; there is the exclusion of anyone i8hoot a heterosexual. Stereotypical roles arecéssal to cooking
which is often considered as a woman’s work wHike tnan is called the ‘breadwinner’ of the familyeTfixated gender

roles become redundant in between gay coupledafieshu)
CONCLUSION

The research undertaken has come to the undenstatitit to overcome the conformity of gender rolegth men and
women have to be treated equally. The women hawe toplifted to assume a role of responsibilityr frat to happen,
the opportunities have to be accessible to her.Vitirian and Contemporary times have been samgtthwhich revealed
how society has undergone a slow and gradual chargeattitude towards women. In the instancesngtthe characters

of the selected texts did not adhere to roles widtay the society, they have not seen a positiye:. |

As it was seen in the Victorian era, the femalesewgiven secondary status. They behaved in thenfami
manner as expected from them. Women were assigies by society with regard as to how they shouliction in a
particular manner with strict adherence to thosde’s”. A male, on the other hand, exercised thertibof having no such
restrictions laid upon him. It has been analyzed faund that when women started gaining awarenlesstdheir rights,
they stopped accepting the way they were treatexim@vi who obeyed and were dependent on the meindeaky sexual
desires, were submissive, meek, soft-spoken, amd dependent fit into the ‘Victorian feminine ideia the eyes of the
men. On the other hand, if women were self-suffigieonfident, expressive of their sexual desitesy were given the
tag of ‘improper feminine’. (The Victorian Feminihgeal) A woman was perceived as a frail being Whad the virtues of
being nurturing yet reserved qualities and wasthgriimited to the household establishment. Intcast, a man could be
free in the public reigning their power. A womansageemed as a desirable person only if she wermgethaMore often

than not it was a marriage of convenience.

In the first chapter, it has been noted how thedgef a person influences the way they are trebyesociety.
The male characters were given the option to putiseie careers while their sisters did not get thgbortunity; this was
reflected in the selected texts, namely “Fastingskiag” and “A Glass Menagerie”. A male had thisled advantage
along with their liberty. The female characters whoked feminine traits were not well received hg readers. The
examples include Charlotte Bronte’s “Jane Eyre” séhavert expression of rage and passions causegraar in the
Victorian society where any respectable woman woefitess such emotions. It raised a question aictdgrian morals.
The female protagonist of “Sexing the cherry” igagitic and cares little about her looks. Then therhe character of
Sarah Woodruff in “The French Lieutenant’s Womartionis not accepted by society for having an affdth a French
sailor in the past. To sum up, the dichotomy thaste in the male-female anatomy begins in childh@hen society

imposes the feminine destiny on a girl child and starts seeing the men as being superior to Beaufoir)

The second chapter reflects on the limitations fratented the characters of the selected texts feking a
stance against the injustices faced by them. Ow¢hasions when they rose above the suppressioneddy the society,
they had to bear the consequences. Ziauddin Yaaisdflalala’'s father while speaking against the s$tiges, made one
thing clear as to how the fact that he was a madelarit possible for him to make his voice heardchbwithin his

community and outside.
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The third chapter examines the viewpoints of thétens Virginia Woolf and Simone de Beauvoir on the
requirements of women to explore their talents tneddisadvantages they face in the process; hotinguwvomen as the
‘other’ places her in opposition to men which ogses her. Society has to unlearn the notion thiel/dimut gender roles.

The stereotypical gender roles is non-existent betwa gay couple which proves how gender rolesatréxed.

It was surprising to see that society still hasraglway to go. Years and years of deeply rootedgyisy and the
belief that males are superior to females are ingthin society. Rules and a code of conduct wetest and they were
little or no favorable at all for women. Women didt have an agency of their own. Women becameasingly aware of
their rights and slowly and gradually they triecbteak free from the patriarchal norms of the ggciat the present times,
after years of women fighting for their rights dbeing relentless has paved the way for them to dimcgency of their

own, stepping out from the four walls of their heupursuing a career of their choice, and thushleedted.

The gendered roles changed at the end of the emdteentury. The mingling of men and women in kbt
private and public sphere brought a change in ididity of the societal norms. The transformationthe attitudes was
brought in by the advent of socialism nationalissnd women's rights. The people resisted coloniabsm formed
transnational networks to fight for women's rigHtéeas about how to define gender, femininity, @wdn masculinity
were transforming everywhere. The labour-intensngrstrial Revolution brought many women out of timme to work
in factories. The phrase ‘New Woman’ was appliesvtomen in America and Europe who sought liberatind access to

education. This term was not meant to be a complime

This work has been completed within certain liniitas. The area of study is a vast one with scopduidher
research. The third gender has not been extensstetied except a few observations made, which neagpossible to
cover within the short period of completing thisearch work. The advancement of gender studiembds it plausible to
conduct more on this topic. The characteristiceacg, sexual orientation, ethnicity etc with redatto gender are further

areas to be explored. New theories have come fdrwhich have highlighted the continuity of thisnger disparity.
REFERENCES

1. Bartholmess, Katja. "Female self-representatiodeéanette Winterson's Sexing The Cherry." 2002.

2. Beauvoir, Simone de. The Second Sex . 1949.

3. Carey, Elizabeth. "Controlling the Female Psychessiyned Gender Roles in “The Yellow Wallpaper”."
Magnificat (2011).

4. Fowles, John. The French Lieutenant's Woman. 1969.

5. Gender and Socialization. n.d.

6. Gilman, Charlotte Perkins. The Yellow Wallpaper928

7. Leibbrandt, Nikki. https://inkblotchpoison.wordpsesom/. 17 09 2014.

8. Pallapothu, Vaishnavi. "Unlearning Gender RoleshiETRed Elephant Foundation 2018.
9. Pike, E. Royson. Human Documents of the Victoriald€h age. n.d.

10. "The Victorian Feminine Ideal." 2017. UK Essays.

| Impact Factor(JCC): 6.0897 — This article can be dowatied fromwww.impactjournals.us




[ 12 Ankita Baruah

11. Turner, Derek. "Classic QR — the original 1848 mwiof Jane Eyre." The Quarterly Review (n.d.).

12. Woolf, Virginia. A Room of One's Own. 1929.

WORK CITED

13. Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. Penguin Classics,1201

14. Fowles, John. The French Lieutenant's Woman. Newk: Bignet Books, 1970.

15. Lamb, Christina. | Am Malala. Orion Publishing Giow2013.

16. Woolf, Virginia. A Room of One’s Own. UBS Publish@007.

17. Bartholmess, Katja. “Female self-representationJieanette Winterson’s Sexing the Cherry.” MunictRIK
Verlag, https://www.grin.com/document/107895.

18. Desai, Anita. Fasting Feasting.London: Chatto &Wisd1999.

19. Sindradéttir, Tinna Sif. “Nineteenth Century Woméhiters and the Challenge of Gender Roles.” May 201
https://skemman.is/bitstream/1946/21334/2/Tinna B3\f Essay.pdf

20. "The Victorian Feminine Ideal." 24 April 2017, UKd$ys.https://www.ukessays.com/essays/english-
literature/the-victorian-feminine-ideal-englishditature-essay.php.

21. Gilman, Charlotte Perkins. The Yellow Wallpaperagob Press, 1981.

22. Williams, Tennessee. The Glass Menagerie. New Xa: Directions, 1999.

23. Bickham, Katie. “A Vindication of the Rights of Wemh 22 May,
2018https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clB2oxayCFw&s.1

24. Conway, Jill K., et al. “Introduction: The Concepf Gender.” Daedalus, vol. 116, no. 4, 1987, ppl-XXX.
JSTOR, https://www.jstor.org/stable/20025120.

25. Leibbrandt, Nikki. “Jane Eyre: Breaking the Rules.” 2014,
(Turner)https://inkblotchpoison.wordpress.com/2@P417/jane-eyre-breaking-the-
rules/#:~:text=Jane%20Eyre%20caused%20an%20uprdacjogies%200f%20the%20Victorian%20society.&te
xt=Their%20love%20moves%20beyond%20the,part%200tie2620lower%20class.

26. Turner, Derek. “Classic QR — the original 1848 rewi of Jane Eyre.” The Quarterly Review 23 March 201
http://www.quarterly-review.org/classic-qr-the-ongl-1848-review-of-jane-
eyrel#:~text=Jane%20Eyre%20is%20throughout%20thmélation%200n%20which%20it%20rests.

27. Pallapothu, Vaishnavi. “Unlearning Gender Roles.” h& Red Elephant Foundation, 2018,
https://medium.com/the-red-elephant-foundation/amieng-gender-roles-e2d2c1d648d7.

28. Carey, Elizabeth. “Controlling the Female Psychasifyned Gender Roles in ‘The Yellow Wallpaper.bArdal

of Undergraduate Nonfiction, https://commons.manynmeedu/magnificat/controlling-the-female-psyche-

assigned-gender-roles-in-the-yellow-wallpaper/.

NAAS Rating: 3.10 — Articles can be sentdditor@impactjournals.us




